Felicity Croydon and Sharon Smith (Max Factory)
In their collaborative work Croydon and Smith explore the liminal territory between visual arts, performance and theatre. They assimilate culturally codified systems of meaning to emphasise their arbitrary and fundamentally absurd nature. Often this is done by undermining the repertoire of images, ideas and assumptions about the female body. There is a post-feminist inclination in much of their practice, implied as an attempt at redefining the sphere of femininity and as a critical interest in the formation of personal and public identities in our commodity-obsessed, media-saturated culture. While conceptually rigorous, the projects remain flexible as to their spatial, temporal and formal articulation. In the large part, this stems from Croydon and Smith’s preoccupation with the politics of presence in the performance act, understood as a desire to radicalise the relationship between the performer and the viewer, and parameters of the performative situation itself. www.maxfactory.org.uk
